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William Hale, E/: 


n. 


{ S the Station I am in, was 


< 
} 


4 ll 4. firſt appointed by the Boun- 
of Tour Well-diſpoſed Ax- 

CESTORS, and the chief 
Encouragement I had to undertake it, 
after a long Vacancy, was the kind 
Reception I met with from Tour Wor- 
thy RELATIONS: Gratitude, as well 
as Duty, call upon me to acknowledge 


DEDICATION. 
myſelf accountable to You for my 
Conuntt in it. 


And while there is ſo good a Pro- 
viſion both for the Education of Touth 
Here, and their Maintenance at the 
Univerſity, "tis 4 great Pity fo many 
particular Difcouragements ſhould have 
confpired with the general Decay of 
Learning to make This, like many other 


Ancient Eſtabliſhments, degenerate from 
its Original Inftitution. 


Being hereby expoſed to their Cen- 
ſures, who have too little Conſidera- 
tiow ta diſcern, or too much Prejudice 
to own the true Reaſon ; I am obli- 
ed, in my own Vindication , to offer 
wy Mite in the Treaſury, after the 
Publick has received the Tribute of 
more valuable Talents; that I may at 


leaft 


portion as T am deprived of the Dp- 


to doubt * I ſhall have the private 


DEDICATION. 
leaft ſhew my Diſpoſition to, in Pro- 


portunity of my Duty. 


I have, Sir, as little Reaſon to 
expect ſo ſlight 4 Performance fhould 
have any Influence on the General 
Taſte , as I have Occaſion to offer any 
Direttions to regulate Yours, while 
Ton enjoy the more inſtruttive Exam- 
ples of fo many finiſh'd Characters 
in Tour own Family. But this Eſſay, 


with its Author, being ſubmitted ts 


Tour Protection; if Tour Peruſal of 
it, on that Account, with more than 
common Attention, poſſeſſeth Jou with 
ſuch a Senſe of the Advantages of 
Learning, as fo reconcile Jou to the 
Difficulties in attaining it which Tour 
promiſing Genius leaves me no Room 


Satisfaltion 


DEDICATION. 
Satisfaftion of thinking myſelf not al. 
together unworthy of Tour Favours : 
A 


8 I R, 


. 


Your Moſt Obliged, | 
Moſt Devoted, 


Humble Servant, 


Wi ** Hirſt. 
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a be the chief 

8 diſtinguiſhing Ex- 
ceeellency that ſets 
SEE Mankind above the 
810 reſt of the Creation; 
yet if it be uncon- 
fined, it makes Men worſe than 
Brutes; or, if unimproved, little 
B better. 


„ 
| C 
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better. It has therefore been the 


Care of all Civilized Nations, to 


furniſh Youth with good Principles, 
as a Remedy to the one; and uſeful 
Learning, to the other Inconveni- 


ency. 


In order to be convinced of the 
Neceſſity of Education, let us 


1. Conſider the deplorable State 
of Mankind without it. 


And to be made ſenſible of its 
> WW 5 LS 
2. Take a View of its beneficial 
Influence on Human Sociery. 
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Let us conſider the deplorable State 
of Mankind without Education. 


The Variety of Paſſions Man is 
prompted to by that refined and 
active Principle eſſential to his Spe- 
cies, and his ſuperior Capacity of 
putting them in Execution, make 
ſo great a Truſt too dangerous to be 
left to his own private Inclinations, 


as directed by Intereſt, Pleaſure, or 


Caprice. 


The Gratification of his preſent 
Appetites, is often ſo inconſiſtent with 
his Own, or the Common Good, that 
a Proſpect into the Conſequences of 
Things is neceſſary to determine his 
Purſuits, which cannot be diſcover'd 


without the Eyes of right Reaſon 


and Experience: And on theſe are 
founded the many excellent Precepts 
B 2 of 


| (4) 
of Philoſophy, Laws of Govern- 


ment, and Inſtitutions of Religion 
in the World. 


Now the Mind, generally taking 
its Bent from the firſt Impreſſion, 
muſt be early form'd according to 
theſe Rules ; a the giddy Youth, 
launching into an unknown World; 
without the Directions of a skilful 
Pilot, muſt be left to the blind Im- 
pulſe of every boiſterous Paſſion. 
The Faculry of Reaſon, under ſuch 
Circum wx „ like a Sword in a 
Madman's Hand, only furniſhes him 
0 with Means of doing x more Miſchief, 

"= and fo puts him in a Capacity of 
| being more powerfully Wicked. 


And not only is he arm'd with 
every ill Quality, but deſtiture of 
every good one. 


For 
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For thoſe Qualifications that ren- 
der Men uſeful in Society, being the 
Reſale of the Experience of many 
Ages; without a more compendi- 
ous way to Wiſdom, it would be 
time for a Man to Die before he 
had learn'd the true Art of Living: 
His native Advances in Knowledge 
are ſo very flow, that in the Com- 
paſs of a ſingle Life, unaſſiſted, he 
would ſcarce be capable of ſuſtain- 
ing much higher Offices than a Brute. 
We cannot be {upply'd with a per- 
fect Inſtance of the groſs Ignorance 
of unimproved Nature in a polite 
Country: Vet even Here, we find 
ſome almoſt as rough in their Be- 
haviour, and coarſe in their Under- 


ſtanding, as the Beaſts they converſe 
with. 


Bur if we turn the Proſpective 
upon thoſe poor Wretches that live 
withour Religion, Laws, Arts, or 


almoſt 
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(6) 
almoſt Language; we ſhall have the 
Mortification of finding them to be 
mere Savages in human Shape. 
Hence fabulous Antiquity repreſents 
thoſe who firſt could reduce a bar- 
barous People into Order, as having 
commanded the Attention not only 


of Bealts, but of Stocks and Stones, 
by their Harmony. | 


But we who are in full Poſſeſſion 


of the Arts of civilizing Mankind, 
are apt to be too inſenſible of the 
Cauſe of thoſe Advantages we enjoy. 
Our Wills are rectify'd by being ear- 
ly made acquainted with the Bounda- 
ries of Good and Evil, and our 
Underſtandings improved by being 
taught to diſtinguiſh between Truth 
and Falſhood from our tender Vears: 
And farther Opportunities of regu- 
lating both are given, by being in- 
ſtructed in Letters and Languages; in 
Speculative and Practical me 1 

| Thus, 


5 vw 
— 


Thus far advanced, we become vain 
and conceited of our own Abilities; 
neither conſidering to whom we owe 


che Improvement, or even the Facul- 
ty of our Reaſon. 


It will not therefore, in the next 
place, be an unneceſſary Labour, to 
enquire into the Cauſe of theſe Ad- 

(on 4 vantages. 
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the II 
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3 3 As the Almighty Creator has en- 
<nda- dow'd Man with nobler Faculties 
1 3 than any created Being on Earth, fo 
being greater Returns of Gratitude are due 
Truth from him to their common Lord. 
Y ears : Bur thoſe br ight Rays of Divine 
regu⸗- ight are fo clouded with the groß 
ng in- F Ppetites of Senſe, that their pro- 
des; in Per Influences are in a great meaſure 
pledge. 1 nterrupted by theſe interpoſing Va- 
Thus Fours which deprive Mankind of the 
2 | View 
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View of Heaven. To trace Nature 


back, thro' all her Mazes, to her 


Source and Fountain, is a Matter of 


ſuch Intricacy, as requires the Di- 


rections of an experienced Guide. 
The Light of Nature, in its utmoſt 
Glory, was not able to conduct Man- 


kind thro' ſo difficult a Progrels : 


And 'tis no Wonder their milled 


Fancies form'd ſo many falſe Images 


of an Unknown God. On that Ac- 


count the Supreme Being, in Com- 
paſſion to bewilder'd Mortals, afford- 


ed them a Light to their Paths; and 


when all human Means proved in- 


effectual, the Divine Law was their 


School- Maſter. 


The Perſon firſt made Choice of 
to communicate this Law to Man- 
kind, was learned in all the Wiſdom 
of the Egyptians. And whenever 
there was farther Occaſion for Gods 
immediate Directions, they were 

5 con- 


onvey'd by the Mouth of ſuch as 
were brought up in the SchoolF o 
the Prophets. When the Almighty 
hought. proper to withdraw his 


= 10re. peculiar Influences, He left 
0 3 he Expoſition and Interpretation of 
in. 8 Laws to the Care of Learned Men. 
per if And tho when the Eternal Wiſdovs 
— F God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
wo Proof of its ſuperior Excellency 
nn. the Wiſdom of this World, ſuch In- 
© truments were made Uſe of, as owed 
i. heir Succeſs to Super-natural Afſi- 
1 in- nee; yet, when che Chriſtian, Re- 
4 in Te was thug, desde, Kaen 
. earning was, carly employ'd in its 
Service; and it was recommended to 
ice off he Gentile World, by the E. gant 
Man- i riding; of S. Luke, the Phyſi an 
Viſdom 5 and ; . brought up at the Feet of 
enever e, 
wy? The Fathers of | the Primitive 
= hurch added Learning to their Pie- 


© . 


(10) 
ty, elſe they could not fo ſucceſsfully 
have defended it againſt Heathens 
without, and Hereticks within: And 
Religion has ever ſince been corrupt- 
ed, or reformed, in proportion to the 
Decay or Revival of Learning; and 
at this Day is treated with Reſpect, or 
Contempt, according to the diffe- 
rent Abilities of its Advocates. 


Therefore by how much Religion 
conduces to the Publick or Private, 
the Preſent or Future Happineſs of 
Mankind; by ſo much Human 
Learning, which preſerves its Purity, 
and a good Education, which ſecures 
irs Practice, require our ſerious Re- 


gard. 


Ihe next great Inſtrument of hu- 

man Felicity is Civil Government ; and 
how far Learning contributes to the 
proper Diſcharge of This, I ſhall in 
the next place conſider. 


Now 


( II ) 

Now ſuch an univerſal Know- 
ledge is requiſite in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Publick Affairs, to make an 
impartial Diſpenſation of Juſtice 
among the various Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men, ſuitable to their re- 
ſpective Stations ; that not long Expe- 
rience only of Men and Things which 
have fallen under their own Obſer- 
vation, bur alſo particular Acquain- 
tance with the Hiſtories of other Na- 
tions and Ages, are Introductions 
ro that Wiſdom by which Kings reign, 
and Princes decree Fuſtice. Again: 
To make Mankind fo ſenſible of ſuch 
equal Diſtribution, as to acquieſce in 
their Duty and Allegiance, requires 
ſo deep a Penetration into their - Hu- 
mours, that a diſtinct Comprehen- 
ſion of the ſeveral Springs and Move- 


ments of Human Paſſions is abſolute- 
ly neceſlary. 


And it may not here be impertinent 
to obſerve, on the other hand, be- 
C 3. e 


( 12 V 


fore Subjects can arrive at ſuch a due 


Notion of the Advantages of Po- 


litical Combinations, as to contri- 
bute their Endeavours to the Service 
of the Publick in their ſeveral Capa- 
cities; ſome previous Gade 
is requiſite on their own parts; and 
accordingly we have always found 
the moſt happy Governments among 
Polite People; and that Barbarous 
Empires were ever diſturb'd with Re- 
bellions on one ſide, or Tyranny on 


the other. 


If we farther enquire into the Ex- 
ecutive Abilities of the Lau, we ſhall 
find ſo many Statutes neceſſary to be 
acquainted with,” before an Opinion 
can be, iven in Certain, and ſo many 


Precet entsin Doubtful Caſes; fo clear 


2 Head to diſcern * Truth from Sophi- 
ſtication, and lo. eloquent a Tongue 
to recommend it - ; that 
without a long Courſe of Study, a 
Man cannot be truly qualify d for this 
Learned Profeſſion. 

The 
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The Uſes of Learning, in Common 
Life, are ſo many, that upon par- 
ticular Examination, it will appear, 
we are upon one Account or other 
beholden to it for all the 25 Ad- 

vantages we enjoy. 


Man, indeed, has greater Aſſiſtan- 
ces for the Nerven and Felicity 
of his State; but he has alſo greater 
Occaſion than any created Being: Na- 
ture has mage : a competent Proviſion 
for all other Creatures, ſuitable to their 


Wants; has proportion'd their Con- 


ſtirurions to the Element they are to 


live in; and ſupplies them with Food 


and 1 at its own Expence: : 
They have Sagacity enough to diſtin- 
gaiſh berween Good and Evil, and 

Appetites ſo moderate, as to be leſs 
liable ro the Diſorders mg d by 
Erceſs. 


But as Man alone cannot come into 
the World without Aſſiſtance, and is 
Pt; 14 . \ | ” 
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fight into the Works of Nature : 


and the Virtues of their ſeveral Com- 
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(14) 
not fic to go out of it without Im- 
proyement; ſo his whole Life is a 
continued Series of Care; and he 


cannot live up to the Dignity of his 


Being, without employing his Inge- 


nuity in ſupplying the Detects of his 
Nature. He muſt have a Train of 
Arts for his Life: guard, againſt the 
Climate without, and Diſtempers 
within; the laſt of which, as all ſe- il 
cret Enemies, act ſo ſubtilly, that 
they cannot be defeated without more 
than ordinary Care. The Tenderneſs 
of Man's Frame, and the Tempta- 
tions he is under of making too free 
with it, require the frequent Aid of 
a skiltul Hand to keep the Bodily Ma- 
chine in Order: And this Skill can- 
not be attain d without a general In- 
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Not only the Qualities of the Simples 
in the inanimate Part of the Creation, 


poſitions muſt be known, bur alſo 
the whole Animal Syſtem; and the 
| various 


<q) 


N- Various Accidents it is ſubject to, in 
8 Norder to make judicious Applications. 
e 
nis By this time we may be inform'd 
e- how Far the Security of our Lives and 
his rortunes in this World, and the 
ot {MWHappineſs of our Souls in another, 
the Mare affected by Education. There- 
ers fore the 80 Profeſſions of Divi- 
e- „ Law, and Phyfick, have a juſt 
hat Title to the Honours ad Privileges 
orc Hallow'd them, as they are the chief 
nels PGupports of our depraved Nature, 
ta · Wand keep it up to the original Dig- 
free i nity of the Creation. They that 
J of duly diſcharge ſo good Offices, Sigh 
Ma. ¶ to be eſteem'd the greateſt Benefactors 
-an- to Mankind; and, as ſuch, were re- 
In- : verenced as Deities: before the World 
ure : BMknew its true Creator, 
ples 
tion, BY The other Liberal Sciences have 
om: 1 their Share in improving and adorn- 
allo Wing Human Life. The wonderful 
the 5 Diſcoveries and various Uſcs of the 
rious 
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Aurhematicls are a convincing Proof 


Native Faculties, yet can gradually be 


Specularions give us a clearer View. 


Liber al Arts in furniſhing, us; with = 
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of the Extent of Human Underſtand- 
ing; which, however narrow in its 


enlarged, till it encompaſs the Globe, 
* comprehend the Uniyerle. 


| Natural Philoſophy, by the Help of 
This, leads us from the Powers of 
Mechaniſm to reſolve all our farther 
Doubts. in the Omnipotence of a 
Firſt Mover, and conducts us by che 
Chain of Second . Cauſes, to the 
Great Cauſe of all, Things: Of whole 
Infinite Wiſdom we are, by, che, way, 
convinced, in the. amazing Contri- 
vance of the W 'orks. of. 'the — 4 3 
and of whoſe more. Intimate Nature, 12 
as well as our Own, Metaphyſical F 
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And no leſs inſtrumental are the E 


che Means, chan the Sciences with che 
Ends of Knowledge. Grammar teiclies 


(mn) 

; us to ff eak; Logick, to think proper- 

. ly J js Rhetorick „ 0 do bo ry = 
Wably; And by their united Powers, 
Whey have convey d down to us ſuch 
lively Images of the Genius and Wiſ⸗ 
dom of we Ancients, as have been 
patterns for refining the Modern Taſte. 
For to them is owing the preſent Po- 


= 
= Since therefore the Benefits of | 
Learning extend not only to its own, = 
but ſucceeding Ages; a Survey of the | 
state of it in the Paſt, may be of Uſe | 
towards fixing a due Notion of its | 
Value in the Preſent Times. 

| | III. 
As the whole Creation is a ſtapen- 
& dous Inſtance of the Wiſdom of the | 
& Almighty Creator; ſo we find Man, | 


made after God's Image and Likeneſs, | 
was early quality'd to cultivate the 
Vegetable, and have Dominion over | 
the Animal World. And his earneſt l 
_.- 466 9 Deſire | 
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Deſire of enlarging his Knowledge, 
which he had exerciſed on all the 
Works of Nature, led him out of his 
Bounds, and prompted him to foar 
into the forbidden Myſteries of the 
Deity. But his too impatient Appe- 
tite for the unſeaſonable Fruit, pre- 
vented his Enjoyment of it in its full 
Maturity; and he was left to repair 
his depraved Nature by Labour and 
Sorrow. The World about him was 
leſs productive of the Neceſſaries and 
Conveniencies of Life; and He him- 
ſelf, thro the Impotence and Igno- 
rance of his State, leſs able to pro- 
cure them. 
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Man being thus obliged to live by 
the Swear of his Brow, it put him up- 
on projecting whatever might contri- 
bute to the eaſier Support or Pleaſure 
of his State; which gave Occaſion for 
the early Invention of Metals to aſſiſt, 
and Muſict to aſſuage his Labours. 


The 
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The firſt Advances made'in other 


Arts and Sciences, are ſaid to be tranſ- 


oe, 
the f 


his ¶ mitted to Poſterity on Seth 's Pillars. 
ſoar ¶ But we do not hear of any ſuitable Im- 
the Iprovement in the ſucceeding Genera- 
pe- tions; which was the moſt probable 
pre- IOccaſion of that general Corruption 
full of Manners, which at length drew 
pair i Vengeance from an Angry Deity. 

WY Afeer the Flood, Arts increaſed with 
and Mankind, till they miſapply'd them 
I in aſpiring to rival che Almighty. But 


che Confuſion of Tongues put a Stop to 
their Vanity, and obliged them to diſ- 
Peerſe, according to their reſpective 

Languages, over the Face of the Earth. 


BZ The firſt conſiderable Settlements 
we have any Accounts of, were in 
cbaldea and Egypt. Belus and Ofiris, 
ure King's in each Country, had Divine 
Honours paid them for their WiC 
dom, which others did not arrive at by 
ęꝑreater Power: Their uſeful Inven- 

ions brought more under their Diſ- 
: D 2 3 


no- 
pro- 


(2d ) 
cipline, than their Armies: And the 
Diſcoveries they made in the Govern- 
ment of the Heavens, gain d Reſpect 
and Obedience to their Government 
on Earth. 9 EI. eee "PICO OB 

The Tower, Palace, and Walls of 
Babylon, required great Abilities to 
contrive, as well as immenſe Labour 
to perform. The Pyramids of Egypt 
are laſting Proofs of their Mathemati- 
cal, and their Arts of Embalming, of 
their Phyſical Knowledge; and are 
greater Monuments of the Ingenuity | 
of the Living, than the Memory of 
the Dead. 2 


But while we are left to wonder at 
the Effects, we have loſt the Arts off 
theſe Ancient Nations. The deplo- 
rable Accident which happen'd to the 
Famous Library at Alexandria, was 
an irretrievable Injury both to the 
foregoing and ſucceeding Ages. The 
firſt were deprived of their juſt Ad 
miration, and the latter of the 27 
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| the I fit of their Improvements. Here, a 


ern- i 
ſpect been open d to our View, in clearing 
up the Antiquities not only of Chal 


ment 
da, Egypt, and the neighbouring Na- 
1; of bene, but alſo of the very Sources 
from whence they are ſuppoſed to de- 
5 0 BY tive their Learning, India and Erhio- 
bour I pia; little more of which is extant, 


Egypt 
S chan an empty Name. 
mari. * 
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What remains of any of theſe An- 
cient Stores of Eaſtern Learning, (ex- 
cept what Divine Providence has pre- 
ſerved in Holy Writ) is convey d to 
us by the Greeks. The Fame of thoſe 
Learned Nations, drew that inquiſi- 
tive People, as the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon did the Queen of Sheba, in queſt 
of Knowledge. And they return'd 
Home fraught with ſuch Materials, as 
laid the Foundation of that flouriſhing 

The State which they ſo long enjoy'd, and 
Ad made them Originals to all ſucceeding 
Bene. Ages. 


der at 
res off 
leplo-M 
to the 
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Cadmus 


new World of Learning would have 
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Cadmus Fan, A J Orpheus 
Religion; Lycurgus Laws; Pythagoras, 
and the ſeven Sages, Philoſophy : oa 
And every other curious Traveller 
apply d their ſeveral Obſervations to 
the Improvemons of their own Coun- 
try; which the ſucceeding Wits re- 
fue upon, and recommended with 
ſuch engaging Addreſs of Poetry and 
Oratory, as have been the Standards 
of Politeneſs ever ſitice. ö 


The Value of theſe Immortal Au- 
thors is too well known, to receive 
any Addition from ſo curſory a Re- 
view; and it would be unjuſt to 
mention them without a . Ad- 
miration. All that I can add here, 
therefore, muſt be only in general: 

The Grecians ſo far exceeded other 
Nations in Politeneſs, that they called 
them Barbarous: Their great Maſters 
were reſorted to from all Parts; and 


Athens became the Univerſity. of the 
WI 


The 


FJ 

The Romams being then a riſing and 
Embrace whatever might be of Uſe 
r Ornament to their State. They 
orm'd their Taſte by the Greek Ex- 
Z&mplars, and enrich'd themſelves up- 
n the Spoils of their Learning, as 


vich yell as their Treaſures. Poetry, as 
and It uſually does, found firſt Acceſs, and 


vas introduced with Applauſe upon 
Ihe Stage. But the Noiſe of open 
Wars, and Civil Commotions, ſoon 
righted away the peaceful Muſes. 
And the frequent Occaſions of ap- 
Plying to the People, in a Common- 
Pealth, brought the Art of Speaking 
"9 greateſt Eſteem ; and their At- 
f zinments in all other Parts of Know- 
edge were made ſubſervient to That, 
Which every Age improved till the 


ei ve 
Re- 
t to 
Ad- 
here, 
eral: 
other 


-alled 


alters he moſt accompliſh'd Orators adorn'd 


and he Roman Forum the World ever pro- 
the uced: And if to Theſe we add the 


Korrect Poets that ſucceeded in the 
: peaceable 


The 


Wpenerous People, were diſpoſed ro 


W ime of Julius Ceſar, when a Sett of 


«> 
peaceable Reign of | Auguſtus, we per- 
haps may juſtly conclude with this 
Character of them; That it is im- 
poſſible for human Conceptions to 
be cloath d in a more engaging Dreſs, 
than we find in the Immortal Petfor- 
mances of thoſe Times. 


IV. 


Learning, thus following the Courſe 
of Phebus, its Patron, being arrived at 
its Meridian Glory, began viſibly to 
decline. The Genius of Rome, as 
well as Greece, having loſt its Native 
Freedom, was no longer capable of 
theſe ſublime Flights. And the ſuc- 
ceeding Emperors withdrawing their Wy 
Encouragements, theſe flouriſhing Ars N 
began to droop and wither, A Ser- 
vile Dependence on luxurious Ty- 
_ rants, brought more cheap and caly iſ 
Accompliſhments into Eſteem ; and 
what Ingenuity remain'd, found its 
beſt Account in refining the Luxury; 
or flattering the Ambition of its Prin- 

ces 


e 
& 
< 
f 
; 
9 


bi (25) 
E. And the Decay of the ſame free Spi- 
t proved fatal to Empire, as well as 


„ 
* 
. 
i 
- 1 


2 Warning, which have a mutual Depen- 
| 0 nce; and. gave Opportunity to their 
Warbarous Invaders, of overwhelming 


Worth, in one common Ruin. 


What poor Remains of Literature 
aped their Brutiſh Rage, were confined 
url p the Cells of the Religious; who were 
d at Nuffer d to enjoy their Devotions in peace- 
y t0 ul Retirements. But being there unac- 
» 45 guainted with what paſs d in the World, 
ative Whey exerciſed their Thoughts upon emp- 
le of Ny Chimeras, that had no other Exiſtence 
fuc- han in their own Viſionary Fancies ; 


cheir Which were fruitful in nothing but idle 


Arts Bales, or uſeleſs Speculations. However, 
. Ser- {ele falſe Lights ſerved to lead their Igno- 
Ty- {Want Maſters into the Mazes of Errorand 
 ealy Ndolatry; into which they were ready to 


1 in Admittance, at the Expence of their 
Real Poſſeſſions. And thro' a Night of 
any Centuries, Superſtition maintain d 
n Univerſal Empire; to the Overthrow 
EE B not 


* 1 


not only of true Religion and Learning 4 


1 


but allo the very Languages that contain 
ed them. | 


This made a Reformation of Bois 
to be incumber'd with greater Difficult 
But the free Diſputes of Religion rouz 
them from their lazy Repoſe, and pil 
them upon ſearching into Antiquity ll 
the better Defence of their Parties. Hen 
the Study of the Original Languages vil 
undertaken with great Vigour on bo 
Sides: Bur the Reformers, finding Real 
and Antiquity favour'd their Cauſe, «| 
deavour'd to open the Eyes of the Pe 
ple, by propagating that ſort of Knol 
ledge: And to theſe generous Conſidi 
rations, were chiefly owing the Provif 
ſions made for its Continuance amoi 
us, in founding Lectures in the Univ 
ſities, and Schools of ancient Literatuſ 
throughout our Nation, And for for 
Time they had their intended Effects 
the Reformation of Religion and Mz 
ners: The firſt was reſtored to its genuin 
9 Ss. Beaut) 


(3 
Beauty, by being model'd according to 
che Plan of the Scripture and the Primi- 
ide Church; and the other, propagated 
Wchro' che Land, by a Familiarity with the 
Ppolite Authors of Greece and Rome. 


arning 
ONntal 


Both 


rouz Bur Scholars, by this means, increa- 
nd pf ſing, and their Encouragements decrea- 


uity {{Wling, with the Occaſion for them; the 


Hen general Views of the Preſent Age ſeem 
ges v to be turn'd from the unrewarded Pur- 
21 bo ſuits of Learning, into the more Boun- 
RealeWriful Channel of Trade and Buſmeſs ; 
le, e therefore the Methods of Education moſt 


he PſWin Vogue, are ſuch , as moſt directly 
KnonW qualify Yourh for theſe Occupations. 
onſid 


pro And fo far they are certainly very com- 
amoi mendable. But if thoſe Higher Accom- 
UniveW pli/bments be of ſuch univerſal Uſe and 


iteratu Ornament ro Mankind, as is evident both 
or ſol by the Teſtimony of Reaſon, and the 
Fects Experience of all Civilized Nations, to 
d Man little Purpoſe are we endow'd with Rea- 
genuinſf ſonable Souls, capable of attaining them, 
Beaut) if 


) 
if chis Divine Part of us be employ 
only in procuting Common Neceſſarie 
or ſuch Pleaſures as are enjoy d, pe 
haps in greater Perfection, by Brute 
Our Time here is ſhort; therefore 
behoves us to make the Beſt of Life 
im providing for the full Enjoyment c 
our Rational, as well as our Anim, 
Nature; which not only affords us t 
moſt ſatisfying Entertainment in o 
Preſent, but i can be the only Inſtru 
ment of our Happineſs in a Fut 
'State. | — — 
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